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In a weekday Mass homily devoted to docility to the Holy Spirit, Pope Francis preached
that the Second Vatican Council “was a beautiful work of the Holy Spirit,” according to
excerpts of the homily published in a Vatican Radio report.
Reflecting on St. Stephen’s words before his martyrdom (“you stiff-necked people … you
always resist the Holy Spirit”), Pope Francis recalled that Jesus rebuked the disciples on
the road to Emmaus and that “a beautiful tomb” was built for the persecuted prophets of
the Old Testament.
“The Holy Spirit upsets us because He moves us, He makes us walk, He pushes the Church
to move forward,” the Pope continued during the Mass, which was offered for Pope
Benedict on his birthday. “And we are like Peter at the Transfiguration: Ah, how nice to be
all together!”
Pope Francis continued:
We want to tame the Holy Spirit. And that is wrong. Because He is God, and He is
the wind that comes and goes and you do not know where. He is the power of God,
what gives us consolation and strength to move forward. But move forward! And
this bothers you. Comfort is more beautiful…
[It seems] we are all content [in the presence of the Holy Spirit]. It is not true. This
temptation is still [present] today. Just one example: we think the Council. The
Council was a beautiful work of the Holy Spirit. Think of Pope John: he seemed a
good pastor, and he was obedient to the Holy Spirit, and he did that. But after 50
years, have we done everything that the Holy Spirit said to us in the Council? In the
continuity of the growth of the Church which was the Council?
No, we celebrate this anniversary, we make a monument, but that does not bother
us. We do not want to change. What is more: there are voices that want to go back.
This is called being stubborn, this is called wanting to tame the Holy Spirit, this is
called becoming fools and slow of heart.
“Even in our personal lives,” the Pope added, “the Spirit prompts us to take a more
evangelical path.”
“Do not resist the Holy Spirit,” he continued. “It is the Spirit that makes us free, with that
freedom of Jesus, with the freedom of the children of God!”
Pope Francis concluded, “Do not resist the Holy Spirit: this is the grace that I wish all of us
asked the Lord: the docility to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit that comes to us and makes us go
forward in the way of holiness, the holiness of Church which is so beautiful. The grace of
docility to the Holy Spirit. So be it.”

